Elkton United Methodist Church

Monday, December 24, 2018
Christmas Eve 
7:00 p.m. † 9:00 p.m.


( Before the service begins, please give your white prayer request card to an usher.

( Please see an usher if you would like to have a large print bulletin or hymnal.

( All worshipers are asked to sign the attendance register.  If you are a guest,   

    please fill out all the information.  As the register is passed back down the pew,

    make note of those sitting near you so you can greet them after the service.



Prelude
……….“In Dulci Jubilo”
J. S. Bach
Ringing of the Chimes

Lesson from the Hebrew Scriptures, Isaiah 9:2-7

Lighting of the Christ Candle

**Hymn #234 (UMH)
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” (stanzas 1, 3, 4, & 6) 

**Call to Worship (responsively)

Leader:










Good news!  Unspeakable joy!  A great light has burst forth, 
overcoming the 














































































darkness!


People:








A child is born for us – a Son has been given!


Leader:









Bringing a kingdom of endless peace.


People:








We shall call him Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God!


Leader:









Come, let us see what the Lord has done!


People:








Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace 
and goodwill to all!

Musical Offering SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 ….……………… “The First Noel” 
 Madelyn Funke, Soloist 

Prayer (in unison)


Holy One, you have appeared in the flesh bringing redemption to all, your glory is made known in this newborn child, this living, blessed hope.  Tonight we sing a new song – a song of justice, righteousness and endless peace.  Gift of God, beautiful Christ-child, we welcome you!  Let love be born anew in our hearts on this joyous night.  Amen.

Musical Offering SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 ….……………… “Ding Dong Merrily on High” 
 Handbell Choir 

Gospel Lesson, John 1:1-14 (page 91) (please remain seated)


Leader:  This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ


People:  Thanks be to God!
Musical Offering SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 ….……………… “A Celtic Gloria” 
 Chancel Choir 

**Gospel Lesson, Luke 2:1-20 (page 58) 


Leader:  This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ


People:  Thanks be to God!
** SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Response #204 (UMH)
“Emmanuel”

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel,


God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel.
Sermon …………….. “A Gift to Be Treasured”
Rev. Karen F. Bunnell

**Hymn #230 (UMH) 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

Christmas Prayer

The Lord's Prayer (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  


And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 


kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Response #217
“Away in a Manger” (stanza 3)
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay close by me forever, and love me, I

pray; bless all the dear children in thy tender care, and fit us for heaven to live 

with thee there.
Call to Offering and Offertory Prayer
Offertory SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 ………………… “The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy” 
Men’s Choir 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1**Offertory Response, #94 (UMH)
“Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below:

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Praise God, the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

             Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!             

Sharing the Light of Christ

The ushers will bring the light from the Christ candle to those in the congregation.  When the light comes to you, let the person with the unlighted candle reach over to receive the light.  Please do not tip the lighted candles!  When all have received the light, the congregation will sing:

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and child.


Holy infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.


Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight;


glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!


Christ the Savior is born!  Christ the Savior is born!


Please extinguish your candle, and continue to hold it upright until the wax congeals.

**Hymn #240 (UMH)
“Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” 

**Dismissal With Blessing

**Congregational Response
Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 


Postlude  
“Praise Ye the Lord of Hosts”
Arr. by Bish

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

**Indicates the congregation should stand if able

UMH: United Methodist Hymnal (red cover)

TFWS: The Faith We Sing (black cover) - found in the rack underneath the pew in front of you
W&S:  Worship & Song (green cover)

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
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<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE
Worship Leader:
    Dick Gochnauer

Readers:        7:00 - Nicole Stauffer                  9:00 - Andee McKenica


Greeters:       7:00 - Barb & Sonny Tenney       9:00 - Jim & Kim Artrip

Tech Team:   7:00 - Sonny Tenney                   9:00 – Roger Robinson

Musicians:    Trumpet, Mark Macturk



        Guitar, Sid Bledsoe, Krista & Joe Gilmore
