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FROM THE PASTOR
Rev. Eric Warner, Senior Pastor
Happy New Year!
We don’t have to wait for a new year to make new resolutions or life changes. Each new day we have in
Jesus Christ is a day we are forgiven, loved, and saved. Yes, we may carry with us burdens of guilt,
shame, and consequences from past actions, but we also journey with Christ who makes us into new
creations.
I’m reminded of the scars I carry on my body. I still have a large scar on my chest from when I had open
heart surgery at 14 months old. I still have scars on my belly from the tubes from that same surgery.
Those scars have been there for nearly 40 years. I have large scars on my knees from a bike wreck I had
when I was in middle school. I have scars from two times that I needed stiches from head injuries. I have
a scar on my forearm from when I burnt myself pulling something out of the oven. Yes, I can still
remember the pain I experienced from some of those injuries, but it’s a distant memory. In fact, I kind of
like my scars because they are physical marks of the things God has seen me through. I think that might
be a good way to think about the guilt and shame we’ve carried with us too. We can lay those burdens
down, give them to God, because God has already forgiven us. Yes, we may carry the memory of those
heartaches, but we can see now how God has begun to transform us into something new. We can see that
God has forgiven us of even our worst mistakes. The scars we carry on the inside can also be a sign to us
of what God has seen us through.
I go confidently into this year knowing that God will continue to be with me no matter what happens.
Yes, I will make mistakes. Yes, I will sin and cause harm. However, maybe God will enable me by his
grace to be a little more like Jesus this year than last.

Thanks to everyone who played a part in making our Advent/Christmas celebrations so
wonderful!
To Anne and Paul Humphrey and friends for beautifully decorating the sanctuary!
To all of our Sunday morning personnel - the ushers, greeters, counting team
members, nursery volunteers - you helped make everything run smoothly and made
everyone feel welcome!
To all who helped lead worship - Worship Leaders and Tech Team - you added so
much to our worship together!
To our fabulous musicians, who offered such wonderful, uplifting music and helped us
make a joyful noise together! Thanks especially to your leaders Brian, Suzette, and
Rev. Karen Bunnell!
To all who gave so generously to the many giving opportunities throughout Advent through your giving you touched so many people - college students, those without
homes, those with incarcerated parents, the Boy Scouts, children in need throughout
the world, first responders and more - thank you!
To our wonderful church staff, for whom the season adds a tremendous amount of
work - thank you for doing it without complaint and for making everything run
smoothly!
Finally, to all who attended worship, in person or virtually, during Advent and
Christmas - you being here made a difference!
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MISSIONS
“He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy.” Proverbs 14:21

MISSIONS COMMITTEE
Submitted by Joe Tanner
Jesus said: “Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone
will know that you are my disciples.”
Monthly Blood Drives for the Blood Bank of Delmarva: We had 36 donors on December 2nd. If you
wish to donate on January 6th, you can sign up at delmarvablood.org or walk-ins are welcome. The
EUMC Blood Drives in 2022 provided many donations to many patients requiring transfusions to save
their lives. Donating blood gives each of us a wonderful opportunity to help others. Donating Blood
Saves Lives!
Teacher Supplies Drive: We are planning a Teacher Supplies Drive for February to help Elementary
School Teachers at Gilpin Manor, Thompson Estates, and Cecil Manor provide appropriate supplies for
their students. Teachers often have to use their own money to provide essential materials to help educate
their students and the children in our area.
2023 Missions: The Missions Committee will be reviewing our plans for financial support of mission
opportunities for the year of 2023 and discussing possible Mission Trips for 2023.

EUMC is a Missions loving church!!
MISSION FINANCES: The Mission Fund balance in the cash account as of December 11, 2022 was
$11,980.66 with an additional $28,898.58 in a money market account. Thank you everyone for your
generous support of EUMC’s Missions program that allows us to do important things in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
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FELLOWSHIP & STEWARDSHIP
“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us” II Corinthians

STEWARDSHIP/EVANGELISM COMMITTEE
Submitted by Ellen Gruebel, Stewardship/Evangelism Committee Chairperson
Colossians 4: 5- 6: "Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the
opportunities. Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you
should answer everyone."
Greetings from the Stewardship/Evangelism Committee! We hope this finds our congregation well! We
are hoping to reschedule the Financial Peace University Class for sometime in the Spring. We'll keep all
informed once those plans materialize.
We'd like to thank all of our generous parishioners who donated to our annual special collection so we
may thank a local service organization which gives to our community all year, especially during the
holidays when they may not be able to be with their families while they are serving us. This past Holiday
season, we donated the proceeds to Singerly Fire Department.
Our committee is also working on a Joy of Faith celebration for late 2023 or early 2024! It will be
wonderful to resume this enjoyable event in our church!
May God bless all with good health and peace in the New Year! Happy 2023!

WOMEN’S RETREAT 2023!
Calling all women of the church (and your friends!)! It’s not too late to register for
this year’s Women’s Retreat! The retreat will be held the weekend of Friday,
January 20th through Sunday, January 22nd at the Atlantic Sands Hotel in Rehoboth
Beach, DE, and the theme will be “Positive Living in Challenging Times.”
Brochures about the retreat can be found at the welcome center and other kiosks
throughout the church. Even though the dates for registering and paying have past,
it’s still not too late to get on board! We hope all women will want to take part,
because we’ve planned an exciting time together. And there will be plenty of rest
and play time included too!
Questions? Email Kim Artrip at kimartrip96@aol.com or Pastor Karen at
kbunnell@comcast.net.

MONTHLY MEN’S BREAKFAST
The Men’s Breakfast takes place on the third Wednesday of every month at 7:30 am
at Cracker Barrel. All men of the church are invited. No signup is necessary. This
month’s Men’s Breakfast will take place on Wednesday, January 18th.
4

FELLOWSHIP & STEWARDSHIP
“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us” II Corinthians

JOY! NEWS!
JOY! (Just Older Youth) is our church’s fellowship group
for persons 50 and over (although we never checks IDs,
so if you’re younger and interested in something we’re
doing, come along!). We meet once a month, and our
calendar over the year includes speakers, musical
presentations, games, trips and more! All meetings and
events are publicized in the bulletin, on the church website, in Pastor Eric’s Friday emails and in the
monthly newsletter. The day of the week and the time of the meetings changes over the course of the year
so that no one is left out because of a fixed schedule. We’ve had crowds from 40 to over 80 for our
programs, and would love to have even more. So be sure to check out the JOY! schedule and come along
for the fun and fellowship! Questions? Email Pastor Karen at kbunnell@comcast.net.
JOY! BINGO! - The January meeting of JOY! will feature our annual raucous BINGO games! This has
been one of our most popular events for years! Come and be a part of the friendly competition and enjoy
time with your church friends. It will take place on Friday, January 27th at 12 noon in Weldin Hall. It will
also be a potluck event, so everyone attending is invited to bring either an appetizer, main dish, side dish or
dessert. Beverages will be provided. Oh, and tasty prizes will also be provided for the winners of the
Bingo games. Mark your calendar now and plan to be there. Please sign up on the bulletin board in the
hospitality area so we can set up the appropriate amount of tables/chairs and have enough Bingo materials.

JOY! GOES TO THE AMERICAN MUSIC THEATRE
On Wednesday, December 7th, 50 members of
our JOY! group went to see the Christmas
presentation at the American Music Theatre in
Lancaster! A great time was had by all, as you
can see by the pictures! We’ll be planning more
trips to AMT and Sight and Sound in the future,
so watch the newsletter for those dates!
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EDUCATION
“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not turn from it” Proverbs 22:6

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Submitted by Katie Sparks, Director of Children & Education Ministries
Sunday School Movie Night: Wear some comfy pajamas and join us on Saturday,
January 21st at 7:00 pm in Weldin Hall for a showing of “God’s Little Creatures!”
Popcorn and drinks will be provided, so bring some blankets and pillows and stretch out
with your family to enjoy the movie.

Featuring the beloved voices of Martin Sheen and Amy Grant, God’s Little Creatures
presents the story of Noah’s Ark - like you’ve never seen before! Get ready to ride the
waves with Nestrians Dave and Finny, a clumsy species left off Noah’s list to board the Ark. With rough
waters ahead, the father-son duo scramble to sneak onto the boat. Caught in all the excitement, Finny gets
left behind and must embark on an incredible and harrowing journey. With the help of friends big and
small, Dave must turn the Ark around to save his son in this heartwarming adventure of biblical proportions.
Children’s Church: If you have a child in grades kindergarten through 5th grade we
would love to have them join us at 11:00 am in room one every Sunday
morning. Children’s church is modeled after the regular service, but on an
elementary level. We have prayers, songs, readings of Bible verses, and even a
sermon! We also have a craft and activity to reinforce the sermon, as well as snacks
when time allows.
Acolyte: We are looking for children in kindergarten and older who would like to be part of the worship
team by being an acolyte. An acolyte lights the candles at the beginning of the service and then puts them
out at the end of the service. Being an acolyte is an important part of the service and we would love to see
youth taking this role, as they did in the past. If your child is interested, please see Katie Sparks for more
information.
Nursery News: Our nursery upstairs is open during both services and the Sunday school hour every
Sunday morning. Yolanda is always ready to play and do crafts, so if you have children aged 6 weeks to 5
years old please bring them along to play!!
The nursery is also looking for volunteers; both youth and adults may volunteer. If you are interested,
please contact Katie Sparks for more information. (katharine.gravatt@gmail.com)

CHRISTMAS SING-ALONG
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Submitted by Pastor Eric
We’ve been enjoying successful Youth Group events as we continue to make our church a welcoming place
for young people. Youth Group is for all young people grades 6-12. Friends are always welcome to attend.
If you’re interested in more information, please email Pastor Eric at pastoreric@elktonumc.org.

Here is the latest calendar of events for January and February.
January
Sunday, January 15th

Youth Group - A message from Pastor Eric, games, and other fun activities.
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm. We will meet in Weldin Hall.

Sunday, January 22nd

Amazing Race - Clues will direct teams of young people to complete various fun
tasks around town. The team that finishes first wins. 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm. We
start in Weldin Hall.

February
Sunday, February 5th

Youth Group - A message from Pastor Eric, games, and other fun activities.
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm. We will meet in Weldin Hall.

Sunday, February 19th

Destination Unknown - Young people will direct their adult driver to follow clues
to arrive for a special dinner at an unknown location. 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm. We
will start in Weldin Hall.

BUILDING GINGERBREAD HOUSES
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MUSIC & WORSHIP
“May the LORD bless you from Zion all the days of your life...” Psalm 128:5

MUSIC MINISTRIES
Submitted by Suzette Burgess
Choir Director & Coordinator of Music Ministries
Excited about January weather? Well, maybe not, but Maddy Funke will warm
your soul with her beautiful voice at church on Sunday, January 1st. The
Chancel choir will be back on January 8th, and the handbells will participate in
Sunday worship on the 15th. The choir will take a break on January 22nd (as
many members will be at the Women's retreat), but look forward to special music
by a familiar face! The choir will be back on the 29th, and hopefully the weather will cooperate for us to
be there every upcoming Sunday of the winter season! As always, we welcome anyone who loves to
sing. Our first rehearsal of 2023 will be Wednesday, January 4th, at 7:00 pm in the choir room.
Happy New Year!

HANDBELL CHOIR NEWS
EUMC’s Handbell Choir is looking forward to more opportunities to ring a
joyful noise to the Lord is this new year! For the first time, in 2022, we
rang year-round – the whole choir rang 10 months, and small ensembles
rang in July and August. We’re always looking for others to join us, and
would welcome anyone interested to come to a rehearsal and see what
we’re all about. If you’re interested, email Pastor Karen at
kbunnell@comcast.net. PS – Many thanks to Brian Willmore and Suzette Burgess for allowing us to
partner with you and the choir several times in 2022. We look forward to doing it again in 2023!
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FINANCE & GIVING
“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” Proverbs 4:7

FINANCE NEWS
Submitted by Laurie Ruth, Treasurer
The year-to-date balance in the Ministries Fund as of November 30, 2022 was a deficit of $37,666.78. The
total income through November was $322,121.89 and the total expenses were $359,788.67. The
maintenance expenses were higher than the previous year due to taking care of some items that needed to be
addressed. The Council on Ministries is higher due to music expenses. Education is higher than last year
due to family events. The cost of utilities is up, but we make every effort to make sure thermostats are
turned down and lights are shut off. It is with your diligence in giving that we are able to maintain
everything that goes on in church. This blessing is all because of you. THANK YOU!
YTD
Thru Nov 2022

YTD
Thru Nov 2021

Difference

Income

322,121.89

327,810.88

-5,688.99

General Expenses
Church Staff
Council on Ministries
Education
Youth Programs
Church Utilities
Insurance
Church Maintenance
Parsonage Expenses
Miscellaneous

53,810.93
202,634.33
5,013.39
2,446.35
0.00
23,800.31
6,887.69
58,814.98
6,380.69
0.00

53,340.62
202,029.64
2,094.65
1,069.18
0.00
20,871.48
8,988.13
30,325.48
7,253.98
50.00

470.31
604.69
2,918.74
1,377.17
0.00
2,928.83
-2,100.44
28,489.50
-873.29
-50.00

Gain (Loss)

-37,666.78

1,787.72

-39,454.50

ONLINE GIVING
Did you know that you can give your offering online? This method of giving has all sorts of benefits for
you and the church. It’s probably safe to say that you already do a lot of your bill paying that way, and
that you probably rarely write a check anymore. So giving online to the church would come naturally for
you. The benefits for the church are incredible! Online givers provide a steady stream of income
throughout the year because when givers are on vacation or absent for other reasons, or on the rare
occasion when services are cancelled because of severe weather, the money still comes in. And that is a
great benefit to the ongoing ministry of the church. So think about changing to online giving, and if you
decide to do so, all you have to do is go to the church website – elktonumc.org – click on “Online
Donations” and you’ll be walked through the process.
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NEWS & ITEMS OF INTEREST
“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” Proverbs 4:7

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES THANK YOU
Submitted by Nancy S. Stubbs, Chairperson
Thank you to all our EUMC family who lovingly packed one or more shoeboxes
this year and thanks again to Pastor Eric for encouraging our EUMC Family to join
in this worthwhile project. Since 2007 when this program was opened to the entire
church, EUMC members have delivered 836 Shoeboxes!!

Samaritan’s Purse’s aim has always been to use the Shoebox gifts to bring children together around the
world to teach them the true meaning of Christmas! Each box is an opportunity for a boy or girl to
experience the love of God in a tangible way and we praise God that since 1993, over 190 million
children in more than 170 countries and territories have received a shoebox. In areas where it can be
done safely, many also participate in a Bible Study “The Greatest Journey”, more than 27 million
children have done this study.
For Christmas 2022 we delivered 54 shoeboxes!!
THANK YOU SO MUCH EUMC Family for helping this church continue to share God’s love with
children around the world in 2022!!

MITTEN TREE THANK YOU
Submitted by Alice Holland & Nancy McCardell,
Co-Chairpersons for the Ruth-Sarah Circle
Thank you, EUMC Family, for your MITTEN TREE donations of warm
clothing to the NEEDY CHILDREN OF CECIL COUNTY.
This year we delivered 299 pieces of clothing items that included 152 assorted
hats, scarves, gloves & mittens, some in sets, some not, 33 assorted sizes of
underwear for girls, boys and infants, 109 pairs of socks, 2 bras, 2 earmuffs, and
1 blanket to the Help Center on November 28, 2022! The Help Center
distributed them to needy families in the Elkton area throughout December.
Thank you all for helping us again this year make a warmer winter possible for
those in need.

The Blood Bank of Delmarva will be holding the first monthly blood drive for the year on Friday,
January 6th from 12:00 pm to 5:00 pm in Weldin Hall. We encourage everyone, if able, to sign up to
donate blood. It truly does save lives. You can sign up to donate at delmarvablood.org.
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NEWS & ITEMS OF INTEREST
“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” Proverbs 4:7

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. CELEBRATION
The pastor and members of Wrights AME Church invite you to
attend their annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration on
Monday, January 16th at Five Rivers Church on Whitehall
Road. Breakfast will be served at 8:00 am. The service will
begin at 9:00 am. This is the first year it is being held in-person
since the pandemic so it’s an exciting time! The MLK program
is always wonderful and lively, and it’s a great way to celebrate with people from throughout our
community.

READINESS 360
We are taking seriously our call to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. To
that end, we are asking you to take an online survey called Readiness 360. The Readiness 360 survey
will help us identify opportunities for strengthening our church by assessing our spiritual intensity,
dynamic relationships, missional alignment, and cultural openness. After a critical mass within our
congregation takes the online survey, we will report back our findings and discover next steps together.
The survey takes about 20 minutes and you can find the link in our weekly Friday Email or by going to
this website: app.readiness360.org/survey/login and entering the survey code 6385162754. Please
complete the survey before midnight on Sunday, January 8th.
Thank you in advance for helping our congregation assess and grow to be the church God desires us to
be!

ALTAR FLOWERS 2023
If you would like to provide the altar flowers for a particular Sunday next
year, please put your name on the sign-up sheet located on the bulletin board
across from the office or you may call the church office at 410-398-0933 to
request a date.

SNOW DAYS
In the event that we experience bad weather to such an extent that worship needs to
be cancelled, the announcement of cancellation will be posted on our church’s
website (elktonumc.org) and the church’s Facebook page. In addition, an email will
be sent by the church. If you have a computer but know of friends in the church
without computer access, be a good friend, and give that person a call to let them
know of the services being cancelled. Let’s hope we don’t have to worry about any of this this season!
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NEWS & ITEMS OF INTEREST
“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” Proverbs 4:7

TRUSTEES TRIVIA
Do you know where this is located in the church?
Text your answers to 443-907-3282 - be sure to tell us your name.
(Answer in next month’s newsletter)

Answer to Last Month’s
Trivia Question

This decorative piece is
located in the chapel

The stained glass window was put back in place on December 19 th and work
began on the remaining windows.
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January Birthdays
“One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my
life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and ask to seek him in his temple.” Psalm 27:4 (NIV)

1/1
1/2
1/2
1/3
1/3
1/4
1/4
1/4
1/5
1/7
1/7
1/7
1/8
1/9
1/9
1/11
1/12
1/12

Katharine Sparks
Rita Norman
Pamela Stepler
Lynn Dech
Michael Foster
William (Chuck) Keithley
Neta Runyon
Edward Seltzer
Kaitlyn Czarnecki
Betty Budrow
Ivan Mehosky
Alison VanDenHeuvel
Terry VanDenHeuvel
Lea Gochnauer
Herbert Perry
Robert Heath, III
Al Bacon
William Carroll

1/12
1/12
1/13
1/14
1/15
1/17
1/18
1/18
1/19
1/19
1/19
1/21

Anne Humphrey
Jake Loughton
Sheila Hendricks
Edward Dalrymple
Anthony Cimorosi
Felix (Buddy) Camors
Peggy Ann Marking
Noah Noll
Betty Deibert
Wayne Hughes
Eric Loveless
Alan Foskey

1/21
1/21
1/23
1/24
1/25
1/27
1/28
1/28
1/28
1/29
1/31

Joanna Timchula
Scott Williams
MaryAnn Schmidt
Nancy Fetterolf
Charles Campbell
Diana Loughton
Taylor Cimorosi
Norm Letiecq
Gretchen O'Neal
Mary Werner
David Miller

January Anniversaries
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,
all become one flesh.” Genesis 2:24 (NKJV)

1/25 Larry & Gail Garber
1/30 David & Sandy Wherry

If we missed your birthday or anniversary please accept our sincerest apologies and let the church office know so we can correct our information.
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14

16

15

23

7:00 PM Handbell Choir

30

7:00 PM Handbell Choir

8:30 AM Worship Service
9:35 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
11:00 AM Children’s Church
7:00 PM Youth Group

29

8:30 AM Worship Service
9:35 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
11:00 AM Children’s Church

February Newsletter
Articles Due

22

8:30 AM Worship Service
9:35 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
11:00 AM Children’s Church
7:00 PM Youth Group

6:00 PM Cub Scouts
7:00 PM Handbell Choir

8:30 AM Worship Service
9:35 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
11:00 AM Children’s Church

Church Office Closed

9

Church Office Closed

8

2

7:00 PM Handbell Choir

New Year’s Day

Monday

10:00 AM Worship Service

1

Sunday

7:00 PM CCCS
7:00 PM Nar-Anon Mtg

31

7:00 PM CCCS
7:00 PM Nar-Anon Mtg
7:00 PM LULAC Mtg

24

7:00 PM CCCS
7:00 PM Nar-Anon Mtg

17

7:00 PM CCCS
7:00 PM Nar-Anon Mtg

10

7:00 PM CCCS
7:00 PM Nar-Anon Mtg

3

Tuesday

7:00 PM Chancel Choir
7:00 PM Boy Scouts

25

7:30 AM Men’s Breakfast
5:00 PM Meeting Ground
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
7:00 PM Boy Scouts

18

12:00 PM Ruth Sarah Circle
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
7:00 PM Boy Scouts

11

7:00 PM Chancel Choir
7:00 PM Boy Scouts

4

Wednesday

8:00 PM AA Meeting

26

8:00 PM AA Meeting

19

6:30 PM Dorcas Circle
8:00 PM AA Meeting

12

8:00 PM AA Meeting

5

Thursday

January 2023

12:00 PM JOY! Bingo &
Pot Luck Lunch

27

4:00 PM Women’s Retreat
Weekend in
Rehoboth Beach

20

13

12:00 PM Blood Drive

6

Friday

7:00 PM Nar-Anon Mtg

28

7:00 PM Nar-Anon Mtg

21

7:00 PM Nar-Anon Mtg

14

7:00 PM Nar-Anon Mtg

7

Saturday
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Church Staff
Senior Pastor .................................................................................................................... Rev. Eric Warner
Children & Education Ministries Director ...............................................................................Katie Sparks
Organist ............................................................................................................................... Brian Willmore
Choir Director/Coordinator of Music Ministries ............................................................... Suzette Burgess
Handbell Choir Director ............................................................................................... Rev. Karen Bunnell
Nursery Care Professional .................................................................................................. Yolanda Gomez
Treasurer.................................................................................................................................... Laurie Ruth
Secretary .................................................................................................................................. Beth Gullion
Sexton ................................................................................................................................... Joseph Gordon
Media/Tech Consultant ............................................................................................................ Jeff Bunnell

Sunday Worship Service

Contact Information

8:30 am & 11:00 am

219 East Main Street
Elkton, MD 21921

Sunday School
9:45 am

(410) 398-0933

Church Office Hours

Email: eumc@comcast.net

Monday - Friday
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Website: www.elktonumc.org

Elkton UMC Welcome Statement
The Elkton United Methodist Church is a family of God dedicated to worshiping, learning, and serving
our immediate community and beyond as we embrace Jesus Christ’s message of love and acceptance.
As a United Methodist Church, we stand fully behind the statement, “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open
Doors.” Building on our tradition and the welcoming of those who have come before, we celebrate our
diversity and invite all persons regardless of age, racial or ethnic background, sexual orientation, gender
identity, gender expression, marital or socioeconomic status, nationality or physical or mental ability
into full participation as children of God in the life of this community of faith.
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