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 There are some things in life that are just not fair.  Some of them are little.  

Two kids wanting to play with the same toy – one gets it, the other doesn’t, and he 

or she complains “It’s not fair!”  Some of them are bigger – you worked as hard as 

the other guy, but he got the promotion.  “It’s not fair!”  Some of them are 

catastrophic – if you saw the news this week you saw the horrendous flooding in the 

deep South – houses in Louisiana inundated with five feet of water in just minutes 

– “So not fair!”  And some of them are earth-shatteringly not fair – like what 

happened in this morning’s Gospel lesson – Jesus’ disciples turning away from him, 

at the time he needed them the most. 

 Our Lenten journey of considering those who were out to get Jesus all along 

his journey is drawing to a close.  We’ve coming ever closer to the cross. 

 Jesus, God with us, perfect love in human form, Savior, Redeemer, Lord, 

came to this earth and showed us what love looks like.  He came to guide us to the 

truth, he was goodness personified.  Yet, he was turned against so many times by so 

many people.  It was not fair! 

 It started in the wilderness where the Spirit has sent him after his baptism.  

The one out to get him was the devil, and of all of the ones out to get him, the devil 

is the only one we understand.  After all, it was his mission to put a stop to Jesus 

and his message of love and service. 

 But then, it was the people who turned against Jesus.  They were fickle, 

loving him, adoring him in one minute, turning on him the next.  When he didn’t fit 

their picture of the conquering hero, warrior Messiah, they turned away.  It wasn’t 

fair! 

 It surely wasn’t fair when Pilate and Herod sentenced Jesus to death, 

because he wasn’t guilty of anything with which he had been charged.  They did it 

to save their own skin and protect their power and control. 

 And it surely wasn’t fair that the religious leaders started all the trouble in 

the first place – so threatened were they by Jesus and the way he put love and grace 

above rules and regulations. 
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 But most perplexing and most unfair of all, I think, is today’s chapter in the 

passion story – Jesus’ own disciples turning on him.  Of all the people in the story, 

they should have been the ones he could count on until the end, but they failed him 

as well.  So unfair! 

 They failed him when, near the end of his life, they knew tensions were rising 

and the tide was turning, they spent time arguing amongst themselves about who 

was the greatest.  They failed him when, in his time of deep need he went to the 

garden to pray and asked them to stay awake and pray for him, instead they fell 

asleep – not once, not twice, but three times! 

 Then they began to fail him individually – first Judas betrays him, then 

Peter denies knowing him, and then, as the scripture says at the end of today’s 

Gospel lesson, “All of them deserted him and fled.” 

 So unfair!  To be betrayed by those on whom you’re supposed to be able to 

count is heartbreaking.  The great Christian writer Max Lucado, in his book The 

Final Week of Jesus, writes about Jesus and how so many betrayed him at the end 

of his life.  Here are some of his words: 

 “’Get up, we must go.  Here comes the man who has turned against me.’  The 

words were spoken to Judas.  But they could have been spoken to anyone.  They 

could have been spoken to John, to Peter, to James.  They could have been spoken 

to Thomas, to Andrew, to Nathanael.  They could have been spoken to the Roman 

soldiers, to the Jewish leaders.  They could have been spoken to Pilate, to Herod, to 

Caiaphas.  They could have been spoken to every person who praised him last 

Sunday, but abandoned him tonight. 

 Everyone turned against Jesus. 

 Though the kiss was planted by Judas, the betrayal was committed by all.  

Every person took a step, but no one took a stand.  As Jesus left the garden, he 

walked alone.  The world had turned against him.  He was betrayed. 

 Betray (Lucado continues).  The word is an eighth of an inch above betroth in 

the dictionary, but a world from betroth in life.  It’s a weapon found only in the 

hands of one you love.  Your enemy has no such tool, for only a friend can betray.  

Betrayal is mutiny.  It’s a violation of trust, an inside job. 

 It’s more than rejection.  Rejection opens a wound, betrayal pours the salt.  

It’s more than loneliness.  Loneliness leaves you in the cold, betrayal closes the 

door.  It’s more than mockery.  Mockery plunges the knife, betrayal twists it.  It’s 

more than an insult.  An insult attacks your pride, betrayal breaks your heart.  

Betrayal . . . when your world turns against you.”  (Max Lucado, The Final Week of 

Jesus, p. 98) 

 It was so unfair – Jesus was betrayed by those he loved the most – his world 

turned against him.  Why?  Why did they turn on him? 
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 Well, for centuries scholars have speculated on what happened with Judas.  

There are so many thoughts on why Judas would sell Jesus out for thirty pieces of 

silver.  Some say he had lost patience with Jesus.  He wanted Jesus to stand up and 

be the mighty warrior Messiah.  They say he was trying to force Jesus’ hand – make 

him fight.  He was tired of waiting, and figured if Jesus knew this was coming, he 

would change his tactics and lower the boom. 

 Others say, and this is more likely the case, that Judas did it for the money – 

plain and simple – it was greed.  You may remember that Judas was the treasurer 

for the group – Jesus appointed him to that position.  You also might remember 

that scripture says, at one point in John, that “Judas used to steal from the common 

purse.”  So we know that money loomed large in Judas’ life – or actually, the love of 

money, loomed large in his life.  And as we know, that can get you in trouble – “for 

the love of money is the root of all evil.”   

 Had we the chance to ask Judas, I have no doubt that he would deny that it 

was about the money.  But one writer I read this week made this interesting 

observation – “From my experience in the business world, when someone says, ‘It’s 

not about the money,’ generally, it is about the money.  When a complaining 

customer or disgruntled employee said, ‘It’s not about the money,” it was, and I 

could solve the dispute with a little cash.”  (On-line, “Why Did Judas Do It?”, Norm 

Story, Sermoncentral.com) 

 Judas’ love of money blinded him to the love of Jesus, led him to betray 

Jesus, led him to send Jesus on the path to his death on the cross.  How easily 

money can corrupt – any of us – oh maybe, not in life-shattering ways as it did for 

Judas, nevertheless, just as it put a wedge between him and his Lord, so too can 

money do the same for you and me.   

 The drive to do more and have more, the drive to work more and more to get 

more money, the drive to have a bigger house, a more expensive car, more 

extravagant vacations, well – you fill in the blank – all of those things that revolve 

around money can get in the way of our relationship with Jesus, and when they do, 

we betray him just as surely as Judas did.  Our financial decisions begin to land on 

our side and not on Jesus’ side.  It’s a slippery slope and it happens so subtly and so 

easily.  Perhaps it isn’t so difficult for us to see how it could have happened to 

Judas.  He betrayed his Lord because he wanted more for himself.  In the end, 

friends, it cost Jesus his life, but it also cost Judas his life as well.  So unfair – so 

sad – all the way around. 

 But as unfair as that was – that Judas turned on Jesus – perhaps the biggest 

shock of all was Peter turning on him.  Peter, after all, was Jesus’ lieutenant, if you 

will, his second in command.  Peter was always with him – always right by his side.  

Peter was “the Rock,” the one to whom Jesus would entrust the future of his 

mission, the church.  Of all the disciples, he is the one we would least expect to turn 

from Jesus – and yet, he did, as well. 
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 Why?  He was afraid, I think, plain and simple.  Afraid of what was 

happening all around him, afraid that what they were doing to Jesus they would do 

to him and the other disciples, afraid.  Peter knew that in that moment in the 

courtyard if he had fessed up to knowing Jesus, they would have probably taken 

him in just like they had Jesus – and it would be all over.  He was afraid, and in 

that moment, he betrayed his Lord. 

 We get that, don’t we?  As much as we’d like to think we’d do otherwise and 

hope we would, we get how easy it would be to say “No, I didn’t know him.”  Fear 

makes you do such things. 

 I think I’ve told you before that one of the biggest regrets of my life was 

something that happened when I was in seminary in Washington DC.  It was in the 

mid-80’s and at that time, apartheid was alive and well in South Africa, and every 

day crowds of people would protest in front of the South African embassy just down 

the street from the seminary.  And you knew that if you went to protest there, you 

would indeed, be arrested – there were no if’s, and’s or but’s about it. 

 So one day the seminary community decided they needed to take a stand 

against apartheid and for Jesus and his love for all people, a love that does not 

allow people to be treated as second class citizens (or worse) because of the color of 

their skin.  All of the students and faculty were invited, but never pressured, to go 

to the embassy on a certain day to protest. 

 I so struggled over what to do.  There was no question in my mind that 

apartheid was wrong and Jesus was weeping over it, but I was afraid.  I knew if I 

went I would be arrested, and I was afraid.  I also knew that arrests like that, were 

not horrible like being arrested for a crime, nevertheless it was an arrest. 

 So I didn’t go.  While most of my friends did, as well as many other students 

and faculty members, I didn’t.  I stayed home.  I played it safe.  I let fear get in my 

way, and in my little way, that day, betrayed Jesus – and I’ve regretted it ever 

since. 

 Sometimes we let fear get in the way of our faith – and in little and big ways 

we betray Jesus just like Peter did.   

 You know, maybe the reason this sermon series is so uncomfortable and 

unsettling is that every week we realize how easily we can turn away from the Lord.  

We see ourselves in the story. 

 Did you ever hear about the fact that, when Leonard DaVinci was painting 

“The Last Supper,” he painted Judas with the face of his worst enemy and critic?  

But then, unable to sleep and feeling guilty, he went back and repainted it to look 

like himself.  (Ibid – Norm Story) 

 You and I know that we are in the picture as well.  It’s humbling and perhaps 

a bit frightening to realize that.  But friends, the Good News of the Gospel is that 
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Jesus loves us still.  If you remember how the story ends, after he rises from the 

dead and appears to the disciples, he forgives them and invites them all on new 

journeys of faith and faithfulness.  The story is never over.  His grace is sufficient 

and more than sufficient.  He walks with each of us on our journey day by day by 

day, and loves us no matter what.   

My prayer, friends, is that studying these Gospel stories once again will 

strengthen us to stay with our good and gracious Jesus instead of betray him; that 

we will lean on the Holy Spirit for direction and courage; and that, in this world 

that increasingly tosses Jesus aside, we will, by his power and grace, be those who 

stand up and speak a word for him, and be those who are living witnesses to his 

never-ending love and grace.  May it be so. 

       Amen. 


