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Genesis 2:15-3:21 

 

 

 Back in the 1970's, there was a show on television called “The Brady Bunch.” 

I’m sure a lot of you will remember it, but others here are too young, so they may 

not have heard of it.  It went like this - “Here’s the story of a lovely lady, who was 

bringing up three very lovely girls, all of them had hair of gold, like their mother, 

the youngest one in curls.  Here’s the story of a man named Brady, who was busy 

with three boys of his own, they were four men living all together, yet they were all 

alone.  Till the one day when this lady met this fellow, and they knew that it was 

much more than a hunch, that this group must somehow form a family, that’s the 

way they all became the Brady Bunch!  The Brady Bunch!  The Brady Bunch!  

That’s the way they became the Brady Bunch!” 

 

 Well, maybe because there were six kids in that family, and there were six 

kids in our’s, maybe that’s why I liked it so much.  Anyway, I’m sure I saw every 

episode of it more times than I can count. 

 

 As I read today’s lesson and thought about today’s sermon, one episode of the 

Brady Bunch came flying back into my mind.  I looked it up on the internet, and 

found out it was called, “Confessions!  Confessions!” 

 

 In that episode some of the kids were playing around in the house, throwing 

a ball back and forth.  Peter threw the ball at one point, it went down the steps, 

bounced over the railing, and smashed his mother Carol’s favorite vase to pieces. 

Well, everybody came running, and as kids in large families are wont to do, they 

started getting on Peter.  “Oh, you’re in trouble now.  Mom said never to throw the 

ball inside.” 

 

 Well, poor old Peter was in a real pickle.  Not only had he destroyed his 

mother’s favorite vase, but he was just getting ready to go off on a fun camping 

weekend he’d been eagerly anticipating.  So he had to come up with a plan.  He 

picked up all the pieces and painstakingly glued the vase back together, and truth 

be told, it looked pretty darn good when he was done with it.  Ha, he got away with 

it!  No harm, not foul! 

 

 Somewhat later, the family sits down to dinner in the dining room, and Peter 

and the others are shocked to see the vase in the middle of the table with flowers in 

it.  Well, not a problem, yet.  Not until right in the middle of dinner the vase starts 
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sprouting leaks!  All over the place! 

 As soon as they get the vase off the trouble, and the water mopped up, Mike 

and Carol (the parents) try to figure out what happened.  Peter is sitting there 

wrestling with himself about what to do.  He really, really, really wants to go on 

this camping trip.  And then, just when he’s about to fess up to breaking it, one of 

the other kids takes the rap for him. 

 

 That was all well and good, but over the course of the night, unbeknownst to 

one another, each of the other five kids goes to their parents individually and takes 

the rap for breaking the vase.  So now, Mike and Carol figure out that it had to be 

Peter that actually did it - because he’s the only one who didn’t confess! 

 

 Now, that’s just an episode of a situation comedy, but in some ways, it’s a 

modern retelling of the Adam and Eve story, isn’t it?  Let’s go back to the Garden of 

Eden and see. 

 

 Adam and Eve are living in paradise, literally.  Everything is good.  They 

have everything they need.  It is all sweet and pleasant, everything is in harmony.  

Life is good.  God is their constant companion, the source of all these good gifts. 

They talk to God regularly, their relationship with Him is open and honest and 

lovely.   

 

 God tells them that all that they see is for them.  It is their’s to enjoy and 

use to their heart’s delight, except for one thing - the tree of the knowledge of good 

and evil.  Just stay away from that. 

 

 In an incredible sermon on this text, Dr. Robert Ensign talked about what 

happened next.  He said: 

 

 “They had all they ever needed.  Enough food, enough drink, enough work, 

enough rest, enough friendship, enough companionship, enough love.  Peace of 

mind.  They had each other. 

 

 But they wanted more. 

 

 Once, they had all they could ever have wanted.  Beautiful sights, sweet 

smells, pleasing sounds, delicious tastes, a comforting touch.  They could run when 

they felt like running, sleep when they felt like sleeping eat when they felt like 

eating. 

 

 But they wanted more. 

 

 Once, they had a God above them, a God who loved them, who protected 

them, who cared for them.  A God who gave them the freedom of the garden, who 
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let them make up their own minds, who gave them just a few rules to keep them out 

of trouble.   

 

 But they wanted more.  More. 

 

 They didn’t just want the beautiful garden to live in and enough food to eat.  

They wanted to own the garden.  More. 

 

 They didn’t want just the sights and sounds and smells and touches of the 

garden - they wanted to control the garden.  More. 

 

 They didn’t want a God above them, a God who loved them.  They wanted to 

become like that God.  To do whatever they wanted, to make their own rules, to eat 

from that one tree.  More. 

 

 That word beat in their minds like a big bass drum.  More. That word 

became their obsession.  More.  That word became their only thought and their 

only desire.  More.   

 

 Until . . . until it all went crash and they lost everything.  Everything.  They 

lost the garden.  They lost the cool breeze and in some ways, they lost each other 

and themselves. 

 

 They wanted more.  They reached for more.  They grabbed more.  And 

ended up with nothing.” 

      (On-line, “Eve’s Dream,” Dr. Robert Ensign) 

 

 Boy, if that isn’t the story of humanity and sin, I don’t know what is.  It’s 

always about more - having more, getting more, taking more, taking what isn’t our’s 

to take, doing what isn’t our’s to be doing. 

 

 God had given Adam and Eve everything they would ever need, and Satan 

caused them to doubt that.  “Come on, Eve, it won’t hurt to eat that fruit.  If God 

really loved you, God would let you have that fruit.  Come on, forget what He said.” 

 

 So she did.  So they did.  And as soon as they did, everything changed.  

Look at what happened.  Suddenly they were ashamed of their nakedness.  Earlier 

in the passage, it said that they were naked and it was good.  There was no shame 

early in the passage, but as soon as they sinned, they were ashamed and hid.  One 

writer said that it was not so much that they were embarrassed to be seen by each 

other, more that they were embarrassed at seeing themselves.  For they knew what 

they had done. 

 

 But it wasn’t enough that they hid from God.  Like Peter Brady, they tried to 
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cover up what they had done, what they had become.  They got fig leaves and put 

them together to cover their nakedness.  Trouble was, that wasn’t going to do it 

either, because no matter how big the fig leaves, they were going to dry up and 

wither away eventually and they’d have nowhere to hide. 

 

 And it gets worse.  God comes along, and of course, God knows what has 

happened, but He talks to Adam and Eve anyway.  He wants to hear their story.  

And unfortunately, they keep the cover up going strong.   

 

 God asks Adam, “Did you eat from the tree I told you not to touch?”  Here 

was Adam’s chance to fess up.  Instead, he dug the hole deeper, and not just once 

but twice!  He said, “The woman you gave me, she gave me the fruit and I ate it.” 

 

 Did you hear that?  He didn’t just blame Eve, he blamed God for giving him 

Eve in the first place! 

 

 Then God turned to Eve.  “What have you done?”  And what does Eve do?  

Just like Adam, she passes the buck.  “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 

 

 Deceit piled on deceit piled on deceit.  One pastor calls this “the second sin.”  

Eating the fruit was the first sin, lying about it was the second sin.  And he says 

the second sin is almost worst than the first, because the second sin closes the door 

on God.  (Old Testament Stories from the Backside, “The Second Sin,” J. Ellsworth 

Kalas) 

 

 Why did Adam and Eve do that?  Why did they continually lie to God?  Why 

did they try to hide their sin from God?  Why do we do that?  Why do we try to 

hide from God behind our fig leaves, whatever they might be?  

 

 Might it be because we’re afraid that God might not love us anymore, might 

not forgive us?  Might it be that we’re afraid that God will feel about us the way we 

feel about ourselves? 

 

 Oh friends, perhaps the greatest lesson we can learn from Adam and Eve’s 

story is that nothing will stop God’s love for us - nothing.   That doesn’t mean we 

live scot free from the consequences of our sin, it means that even then, God’s grace 

abounds and His love pours over us.  He still has hope that we will be the people 

He has created us to be. 

 

 Look at what happened at the end of this passage.  After Adam and Eve 

acknowledged what they had done, albeit in a backhanded way, God pronounced 

judgement on them.  There were consequences for their sin.  Life would not be the 

same as it was before they disobeyed Him.  Some things would change. 
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 But one thing would not - and that is, God’s love for them.  And He showed 

themm how much He loved them by fashioning clothes for them that they would no 

longer feel shame in their nakedness.  In many ways, it was a visible way for them 

to see His love wrapped around them, saying “I love you and I am with you still.” 

 

 You know, sometimes it’s hard for us to accept the boundless well of God’s 

amazing grace.  It’s so unfamiliar to us in this day and age.  We live in such an 

unforgiving time.  Sins are held against people, and never let go. 

 

 Remember the story of Hawthorne’s Scarlet Letter?  Hester Prynne was 

forced to wear a scarlet letter A on her frock for the rest of her life so that all would 

know until the day she died that she had committed the sin of adultery. 

 

 We live in a world like that, even today.  And like it or not, that kind of 

thinking rubs off on us, and too often we’re not quick to forgive and/or forget the 

sins of others, and even more often, perhaps, we’re not able to forgive and forget our 

own confessed sins and believe that God will love us yet again.  And so we continue 

to hide behind our fig leaves and block our relationship with God. 

 

 But my dear friends, the Good News of the Gospel, is that God never stops 

reaching out to us, no matter who we are or what we’ve done or how we’re hiding in 

shame from him.   

 

 Let me tell you about that by way of a closing story.  A man recalls playing 

hide and seek with his brother and a babysitter when he was a little boy.  He 

writes, “Being the youngest one in the game, I was frustrated because I was always 

found so quickly.  But one day that all changed.  I hid in the laundry hamper, and 

I pulled dirty clothes on top of myself.  And I waited.  I heard them searching the 

house.  They even came into the closet I was in, but they didn’t find me, and I was 

filled with joy. 

 

 But after 20 minutes or so, I realized that it’s just not much fun to sit in a 

hamper full of dirty clothes.  So I came out, only to discover that my brother and 

the babysitter had given up on me and had gone into the kitchen to eat ice cream.  

They were no longer searching for me.” 

   (On-line, “Adam and Eve - Relationship and Responsibility”) 

 

 There may be someone here in this room today sitting in a hamper full of 

dirty clothes, if you get what I mean.  Maybe you have hidden away from God 

because of some sin in your life.  Maybe you have rationalized away your actions, 

blaming it on somebody or something.  Maybe, even though you’re here, you’re 

hiding from God, because you’re ashamed. 

 

 If that is true for you, please know this.  That God is searching for you, and 
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God wants to pour His grace upon you.  He has never, and will never give up on 

you, and loves you more than you possibly know.   

 

 The invitation for you this day is to, like Adam and Eve, take down the wall 

and confess your sin before God, accept the consequences, and most and best of all, 

accept His amazing grace and love for you. 

 

 Let us pray: 

 

 O God, we hear this old, old story of Adam and Eve, and every single one of 

us here today knows we’ve been there and done that.  We have done things we 

ought not to have done, and then we’ve made excuses, or denials.  And in the 

process we’ve put up a wall keeping you out because we’re ashamed.  Give us the 

strength this day O Lord God, to confess those things we need to confess.  Hear our 

confessions now in the silence of these moments. 

 

 O God, speak to us in ways that will empower us to go forth from this place 

changed people, changed because we have been reminded that you never stop loving 

us, that you never leave us alone.  Thank you O Lord.  Amen. 

 
  


