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Dear Friends,
    As we begin this most wonderful month of 
December, my head is already spinning as I look 
at the calendar and see all of the things that will 
take place this month!  It’s �lled with special 
events, studies, concerts, mission projects, 
worship services!  Put that on top of all the 
things each of us has to tackle individually – gi� 
buying and wrapping, cleaning, decorating, 
cooking, baking and on and on and on – it’s 
crazy.
    But it’s crazy wonderful, isn’t it?  Despite the 
fact that we seem to be going ten di�erent ways 
at the same time, it’s wonderful because it’s all 
centered in the celebration of the most incred-
ible thing that ever happened in life – the birth 
of our Savior.  We do all the things we do 
because we want to celebrate with those we love 
this great gi� from our God.  We do all the 
things we do to share the love with others that 
Christ has �rst shared with us.  �at’s the reason 
for all that we do in this wonderful season!
    So I pray that you will have a wonderful 
December, and that, even while you tackle your 
massive “to do” lists, you’ll remember Jesus.  
And please, be sure to have on your “to do” list 
for December “church.”  Don’t get so busy that 
church gets crossed o� your list.  Make it your 
�rst priority, so that you can stay centered on 
Him and grow closer to Him.
    I look forward to traveling this exhilarating 
journey through December with you, but most 
of all, I can’t wait to be with you on Christmas 
Eve, when together, we give God thanks for the 
greatest gi� ever given – Jesus our Christ!

Christmas Eve Worship 

5:00 p.m. – Family Worship Service
  (Songs, stories, no sermon)

7:00 p.m. – Candlelight Service
           (Featuring Chancel Choir,    
           Handbell Choir, brass, organ
           music and candle lighting – 
           nursery is available)

9:00 p.m. – Candlelight Service
  (same as 7:00 p.m., but no
   nursery)

10:00 p.m. – Silent Communion in the 
   Sanctuary

From the Pastor
Rev. Karen Bunnell, Senior Pastor
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MISSIONS OUTREACH
“He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy.” PROVERBS 14:21

Advent at a Glance 
Sunday, November 29th – 1st Sunday of Advent
 Sermon:  “What Can I Get You for Christmas?  I - A Limb”
 Lighting of the Advent Wreath
 A�er worship – Advent Lunch and Learn in Weldin Hall
Sunday, December 6th – 2nd Sunday of Advent
 Sermon:  “What Can I Get You for Christmas? II - A Hug”
 Lighting of the Advent Wreath
 Holy Communion
 A�er worship – Advent Workshop for families
 A�er worship – Advent Lunch and Learn in Weldin Hall
Sunday, December 13th – 3rd Sunday of Advent
 Sermon:  “What Can I Get You for Christmas?  III - A Place”
 Lighting of the Advent Wreath
 A�er worship – Advent Lunch and Learn in Weldin Hall
Sunday, December 20th – 4th Sunday of Advent
 Choir Cantata at both worship services
 Children’s Christmas Program in Weldin Hall at 9:45
 A�er worship – Advent Lunch and Learn in Weldin Hall
 4:00 p.m. – Blue Christmas Service in the Sanctuary

Something to Ponder
    As you’re thinking about all the Christmas gi�s 
you’re about to buy for those you love, consider this 
idea which recently appeared in an on-line post.  �e 
writer proposed that we give people we love four gi�s 
– just four gi�s a piece.   �e four gi�s should be:  one 
that they want, one that they need, one they can wear, 
one they can read.  It’s a pretty radical idea, especially 
if you’re used to showering those you love with 
multiple gi�s, but it is food for thought.  How much 
is enough, and how much is too much?  In our world 
which tends to overdo everything, perhaps it would 
be good for us to remember whose birthday it is we’re 
celebrating – Jesus’ – and really think about why we 
give and how we give, and not get so carried away 
that we go into major debt just to give more and more 
gi�s.  Just a thought . . . 

Missions News
Submitted by Joe Tanner, Committee Chair
    At this very special time of year, the opportunities 
to show our love and support for our neighbors in 
need both here locally and around the world are 
many.  Church sponsored mission projects supported 
�nancially through your generous giving throughout 
the year are ful�lled during the year but especially as 
we celebrate the promise completed in the wonderful 
birth of our Lord and Savior.  EUMC Missions 
provides �nancial support for 38 local and world 
impacting mission programs, all made possible 
through the generous giving and support of the 
members of our Church.  �is giving is thankfully 
acknowledged by wonderful letters and notes sent to 
us from the receiving programs.  
    And so on behalf of the Missions Committee and 
the missions supported, I want to thank all of you for 
your support of those in need.

UMW 15th Anniversary 
Annual Cookie Walk

    �e Cookie Walk is right around the 
corner!  Come to the church on Satur-
day, December 12, 2015, from 9 am to 
12 noon in Weldin Hall.  Help support 
the United Methodist Women’s Mis-
sions projects.



“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not turn from it.” PROVERBS 22:6

EDUCATION AND EVENTS
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Advent Lunch and Learn
    Pastor Bunnell is leading an Advent study on the four Sundays of Advent (11/29, 12/6, 12/13 and 12/20) based 
upon Kyle Idleman’s video series, “�e Christmas Experience.”  �e class will be from 12:30 – 2:00 p.m. and take 
place in Weldin Hall.   Lunch will be served. Child care will be available if needed.  To sign up for the class, email 
eumc@comcast.net or call the church o�ce.

Advent Devotional
    Be sure to pick up your copy of this year’s Advent Devotional which will be available on Sunday, November 29th.  
Each of the daily devotions for the four weeks of Advent has been written by a member or friend of our church.  �is 
is a wonderful way to stay centered on “the reason for the season” during the busy month of December.  �anks to 
Sandra Lavelle for coordinating the project and to all who contributed to it!

Sunday School and Education News
Submitted by Katie Sparks, Director of Children and Educational Ministries
    If you have not joined a Sunday school class, it is never too late to join!  Sunday school is a great way to meet 
new people and get involved in di�erent activities around the church.  Each of our classes o�ers something di�er-
ent, so try them all out and choose the one that �ts you best.  

Christmas Pageant
    Come out and support the children as they present “�e Inn Crowd” on 
Sunday, December 20, 2015 at 10:00am in Weldin Hall.  
    Rehearsals have already begun, and the children are excited to show you what 
they have been working on! 

Acolyte Sign-Ups
    If your child is in kindergarten or a higher grade, we would love to have him/her join the acolyte team!  If your 
child is interested in becoming an important part of the service, please email Katie Sparks for more information 
at Katharine.gravatt@gmail.com.

Nursery Volunteers
    Our nursery is in need of volunteers for both services.  Volunteering in the nursery is very rewarding and a 
huge help to parents with small children! If you are interested in volunteering, please see Katie Sparks in the 
education o�ce for a volunteer application.

Advent Workshop
    On Sunday December 6, 2015, there will be an Advent workshop in Weldin Hall.  �e 
workshop will take place at 12:15pm and start o� with a lunch for all participants.  
Following lunch there will be a variety of Advent cra�s available to assemble and then 
take home to use as decorations.



“Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.” PSALM 25:5

YOUTH GROUP  
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Youth News and Events
Submitted by Sandy Wherry, Director of Youth Ministries

December Events
Youth Lock-in - December 4th – 6th                   
  Dec. 4th p.m. Youth arrive at church for dinner                                  
           Dec. 5th – Service project, bring gloves and rakes, clothes to dress in layers.            
          Christmas party in the evening a�er dinner - bring $10 wrapped gi� for the exchange 
   Dec. 6th – Lock-in ends at 8 a.m. (Parents can pick-up youth a�er church or Sunday school)
Dec. 19th – Progressive Dinner 5 p.m. – 10 p.m.  
Dec. 27th – Lock-in:  Star Wars movie in Lancaster & Laser Tag @ the Laser Dome, cost: $50, time TBA.

�anks to - 
All the youth who helped at the Homeless Shelter.  You are an inspiration!
Sharlene Lyle for supporting the youth as our ‘snack coordinator’.
Mr. Bill (Graham) for the lessons this past month on:
 1. Time Management and knowing that we do have time for God. 
 2. �e Right to speak our own Opinions as others show their Respect and really Listen so we can take it 
in and consider how others feel – we learned it may help us in forming new opinions or viewpoints.

Looking Ahead - Upcoming Events
Youth Rally

Youth Rally, return 4 p.m. Sunday a�ernoon
    It’s that time of year again…Youth Rally.  �is is a retreat designed for those in 7th grade and up (if you are a 
6th grader this year, you are invited as a member of our youth group).   If you forgot to sign up for the rally, it’s 
not too late, but the cost will increase by $25.  �e cost remains at $175 and can be paid in installments.  We will 
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“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” PROVERBS 4:7

CHURCH NEWS

Income                              
  General Ministry & Trustees
     Operational                                       29,342                336,434
     Non-Operational                               1,995                  13,495
  Missions                                                 3,536                  38,912   
            Total Income                              34,873                388,841                           

Expenses
  General Ministry & Trustees
      Operational                                       31,497               355,285
      Non-Operational                              16,353                 53,706
  Missions                                                  1,601                 43,262   
            Total Expenses                            49,451               452,253

Net Income/(Loss)                                 
  General Ministry & Trustees
     Operational                                        (2,155)             (18,851)
     Non-Operational                              (14,358)           (40,211)
  Missions                                                  1,935               (4,350)
            Net Income/(Loss)                    (14,578)           (63,412)

Oct 2015
Oct

Year to Date

FINANCIAL REPORT

Finance News
Submitted by Bill Ferringer, Chairman 
    We have just two months to go for the year 2015.  �rough October for Ministry we are running a de�cit of 
$59,062.  �is includes special and abnormal items that contributed to this de�cit in the amount of $40,211.  �is 
leaves the de�cit for regular operations at $18,851.  
   �e deviation to last year‘s results is negative $53,093.  �e split is $19,492 for regular operations and $33,601 for 
Special and Abnormal items.
   �e deviation from last year for regular operations is comprised of Income down $4,300.  Expenses have increased 
from last year.  General expenses are up $5,400, sta� expenses are up $8,200, Council on Ministry expenses are up 
$700 and building and parsonage expenses are up $900.  
    �e deviation from last year for Special and Abnormal expenses is comprised of the air conditioner replacements, 
pastor o�ce refurbishment, LED light replacement and Fascia repairs.  
    �e Mission Group has a current year de�cit of $4,350.  �is de�cit is mostly comprised of additional support for 
Bible purchases for the Congo, Colombia Mission support (paid to Peninsula-Delaware Conference in support of 
Carlos Reyes-Rodriguez mission trip to Colombia), service dog support and South Sudan Support.  
    �e Building Fund has taken in $68,000 so far this year as we work to secure funds to repay the loans in 2021.  
    �e Finance Committee wants to thank everyone for their support of EUMC.  We do need your continued support 
in order to meet the �nancial obligations of our church.   With your support we can reduce some of this de�cit by the 
end of the year.  We still have a $14,000 payment due on the Weldin Hall air conditioner replacement.  
    As I always say, Elkton United Methodist Church continues to be an exciting place to be and is “A place to know 
Jesus, be known by Jesus, and make Him known to others.”  And everyone is important. 

New Address
�e Lynerd’s Have Moved!

�eir new address is:
Ed & Pat

21028 Haven Road
Rock Hall, MD 21661
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“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” PROVERBS 4:7

CHURCH NEWS

 “All About Your O�ering”
a. Pledges for 2016 – �anks to all who made their �nancial pledges for 2016.  �e results are being tallied, 
and we’ll report them in the Sunday bulletin and January newsletter.  Please note that if you haven’t had a 
chance to turn in your pledge card, it’s not too late.  Simply put it in the o�ering plate on Sunday.  If you didn’t 
get a pledge card, or lost yours, call the church o�ce or email eumcadmin@comcast.net for another one.  

b. On-Line Giving – �e �rst of the year is a good time to sign up for on-line giving if you haven’t already 
done so.  It’s really easy and makes giving to the church so convenient.  Simply go to the church website, 
elktonumc.org, and click on “on-line donation” and you’ll be walked through the process of setting up your 
on-line giving.  Besides helping you out, it also is a great help to the church when you give on-line because it 
provides a steady line of income even when weather is bad or people are away – so why not consider signing 
on today?

c. ATTENTION CURRENT ON-LINE GIVERS – Don’t forget to go onto the church website 
(elktonumc.org) and update your pledge amount for 2016.  Simply click on “on-line donation” and it will 
direct you as to how to put in the new amount.  If you have any di�culty, call the church o�ce or email 
eumcadmin@comcast.net.

d. End of Year Special Giving – As you probably know, a�er having had several good years with a budget 
surplus, this year our church is running a de�cit (mostly due to unforeseen expenditures – broken air condi-
tioners, storm damage to the church building, etc.).  End of the year special gi�s to help o�set this de�cit 
would be greatly appreciated.

e. O�ering Envelopes for 2016 – During the last couple of weeks of December, next year’s o�ering envelopes 
will be available for you to pick up.  �ey will be laid out in alphabetical order on tables near the Welcome 
Center.  If you use envelopes, it helps greatly for you to pick them up, rather than the church having to send 
them through the mail.  If you cannot �nd your envelopes, or if you haven’t had envelopes in the past, but 
would like them for 2016, please call the church o�ce.

�anks to Outgoing Leaders 
Many, many thanks go to these leaders in our church who are �nishing their terms of service this year – Bethany 
Buckley, who has chaired the Sta�-Parish Relations Committee; Kelly Eddinger, chair of the Stewardship Commit-
tee; Cheryl Fehlman, chair of the Communications Committee; and Ted McDowell, who has been co-chair of the 
Board of Trustees.  All of them have done a wonderful job and served faithfully, and we thank them so much for 
their service to the Lord and all of us!



“May the LORD bless you from Zion all the days of your life...” PSALM 128:5

MUSIC AND WORSHIP
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Choral Society Concert
    On Tuesday, December 8th the Cecil County Choral Society will present their Holiday Concert in our 
sanctuary at 7:30 p.m.  Come and enjoy the wonderful music o�ered by these gi�ed singers (you’ll see 
some familiar EUMC faces among them, including Sharon Williams!)  Invite your family and friends to 
join you for this very special night of music!

Blue Christmas Service
    On Sunday, December 20th at 4:00 p.m. we’ll have our annual Blue Christmas service in the sanctuary.  �is quiet, 
contemplative service is designed for those who are sad or struggling during what is supposed to be the most won-
derful time of the year.  So if you have lost someone you love, or you’re struggling because of sadness, �nancial, 
physical or family struggles, a job loss – or for whatever reason – this service is for you.  It lasts about 45 minutes and 
is a reminder that God is with us through it all – the good and the bad – and carries us especially during tough 
times.

Music Ministries
Submitted by Sharon Williams, Organist/Coordinator of Music Ministries
    Tis the season of Music, Music, Music! 
    All the shopping, gi� wrapping, cookie baking, etc. is not a priority for me in the month of December, although, I 
do manage to get everything completed by Dec. 24th. I would rather be practicing, rehearsing, accompanying, and 
performing Advent and Christmas music. What a joy music brings to my life every single day.
    Mark your calendars now so you will be able to hear some beautiful sounds of the season. 
Tuesday, December 8th, the Cecil County Choral Society will be performing a concert in our sanctuary at 7:30 p.m.
    Sunday, December 20th, our Chancel Choir will be presenting an Advent Cantata, Longing for the Light, by 
Pamela Stewart and John Purifoy at both the 8:30 and 11:00 a.m worship services.
    On Christmas Eve, the Children's Choir will sing for the family service at 5:00 p.m. Our traditional, identical 
candlelight services at 7:00 and 9:00 p.m. will include the chancel choir, men's choir, soloist, brass and organ. 
    Take time to worship and enjoy the Christmas Season. 

Poinsettias and Nets for Christmas Eve
    It’s time to purchase your poinsettia in honor of/in memory of loved ones 
for our Christmas Eve services.  Poinsettias will be $11 this year.  You may 
take your poinsettia with you a�er the 9:00 p.m. service on Christmas Eve.  
�e Worship Committee is also o�ering the option again this year to donate 
the $11 towards UMC’s “Imagine No Malaria” campaign.  Your loved one 
will still be acknowledged in our Christmas Eve bulletin.  You may place 
your order by �lling out the bulletin insert and placing it in the o�ering plate 
or you can order on the church website at elktonumc.org.  Simply click on 
the picture in the middle of the screen and you’ll see an order form.  �e last 
day to order will be Sunday, December 13th.
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“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.” II CORINTHIANS

     FELLOWSHIP AND STEWARDSHIP

Classic Christians’ December Meeting
    All Classic Christians (age 50 and over) are invited to take part in the Classic Christians’ December meeting on 
Friday, December 18th at 6:30 p.m. in Weldin Hall.  �e night begins with a potluck dinner (bring a dish to share) 
and then continues on in a wild and wonderful 50’s/60’s Trivia Game!  Come and test your memory of days gone by!  
To sign up, see the sheet on the table across from the Welcome Center.

Women’s Retreat 
    �e time is getting closer for this year’s Women’s Retreat in Ocean City.  It will take place, as always, at the 
fabulous Dunes Manor Hotel the weekend of January 15-17 (Martin Luther King weekend).  Cost is $200 
person/double occupancy.  �e theme of this year’s retreat is “Unclutter Your Soul” and it will be �lled with 
inspiring speakers, fun activities and great times of food, fellowship and fun.  Brochures are available on the 
table across from the Welcome Center, and a reminder to all who have already signed up, that your �nal 
installment payment is due December 1st.  All participants will receive a letter a�er Christmas with �nal 
details for the retreat, but in the meantime, should anyone have any questions, email eumc@comcast.net or 
call the church o�ce.

Evangelism/Membership Committee
Submitted by Robyn Graham, Co-Chair

Psalms 145: 18
�e Lord is near to all them that call on him, to all that call on him in truth.
    Greetings from the Evangelism/Membership Committee!  �ank you to everyone who gave a donation for 
our �anksgiving giveaway.  �is is the 4th year that we distributed gi� cards to our community workers.  
We delivered them on �anksgiving morning to Union Hospital, local police, local �re�ghters, and nursing 
homes.  �ank you to everyone who gave a donatioon to our �anksgiving giveaway. 
    We are continuing to plan for the upcoming Joy of Faith weekend, 2/6 and 2/7. We are very excited to 
announce our entertainment for the weekend is going to be a wonderful Christian illusionist.  His name is 
Brett A. Myers and he will be putting on a show that the whole family will enjoy!  We will have a wonderful 
dinner that will be hosted by the Treese family once again on that Saturday evening, and then we will be 
entertained by Brett A. Myers.  �e event on Saturday will take place at Elkton High School.  We will begin 
selling tickets for the Saturday dinner in January.  �is will be a wonderful event for the whole family!

Are you a Methodist in Motion?
Submitted by Kelly Eddinger, Chairperson of Stewardship Committee
    Have you recently gone to the grocery store and pushed a cart while you shopped?  Have you walked your dog or 
cat or lizard?  Did you rake leaves last weekend?  Did you play a fun game in gym class?  If you answered yes to any 
of these questions, then you are a Methodist in Motion!  Even if you didn’t do the activities mentioned, but did 
others…you are still a Methodist in Motion!  We are on our way to reaching our goal of moving our way around the 
world, but we need everyone to submit their times.  You don’t have to worry about the activity that you did or the 
steps or miles, just the time!  How easy is that?  If you raked leaves for 2 hours, then that’s what you report.  Whether 
you power shopped for 30 minutes or 6 hours on Black Friday, that’s what you need to report.  If we all continue to 
or start to report our times, we’ll make it around the Earth soon a�er the start of the New Year.  What a great way to 
start o� 2016!  Remember, you can submit your times through e-mail:  EUMCWalkers@gmail.com, text:  to 443-
350-4515 or even place a note in the o�ering plate.  Working together, we can meet our goal!  So get out there and be 
a METHODIST IN MOTION!



 

 

BAKING 
BELT 
BOOK 
BRACELET 
CANDLES 
CANDY 
CHOCOLATES 
CLOTHES 
COFFEE MAKER 
COFFEE MUG 
COLOGNE  

 

COOKIES 
DOLL 
EARRINGS 
ELECTRONICS 
FLOWERS 
GAME 
GIFT BASKET 
GIFT CARD 
HERBAL TEAS 
JEWELRY 
MONEY  

 

MOVIE 
MUSIC 
NECKLACE 
NECKTIE 
PANTS 
PENDANT 
PERFUME 
PLANT 
SCARF 
SHIRT 
SLIPPERS  

 

SNEAKERS 
SOCKS 
STUFFED ANIMAL 
SWEATER 
TELEVISION 
TOOL SET 
TOY 
TREE ORNAMENT 
WATCH 
WINE 

 

Crossword puzzle solution on page 12!
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December Birthdays

DecemberAnniversaries

December Birthdays

DecemberAnniversaries

If we missed your birthday or anniversary please accept our sincerest apologies and let the church o�ce know so we can correct our information.

“One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days
of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and ask to seek him in his temple.” Psalm 27:4 (NIV)

“�erefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,
and they shall become one �esh.” Genisis 2:24 (NKJV)

12/2 Cossie & Judith Gibson
12/4 John & Sandra Anderson
12/6 Donald & Ina Andrews, Sr.
12/16 Edward & Nancy S. Stubbs, Jr.

12/1 Robert Mitchell
12/2 �omas Campbell
12/2 Nicholas Stahl
12/3 Cheryl McKeown
12/4 Laurie Alphin
12/4 Paige Armour
12/4 Sidney Bledsoe
12/4 Margaret Haines
12/4 Eli Mackie
12/5 Lorraine Price
12/5 Carla Testa
12/6 Barbara Bacon
12/7 Irving Webber
12/7 Larry Williams
12/8 Jessica Keithley
12/9 Vickie Cebula
12/9 Nicholas Gregson
12/10 Jane Cebula

12/22 Jack Edler
12/22 Marc Gonzalez
12/23 Morgan Cather
12/23 Nancy Draper
12/23 Edward Marsilii, Sr.
12/23 Timothy McCardell
12/24 George Veasey
12/25 Jack Bailey
12/25 Rita Rea
12/26 Lauren Carbone
12/26 Robert Gilmore
12/26 Kathleen Keithley
12/28 Robert Olewine
12/28 Fran Vassalotti
12/29 Chace Crawford
12/29 Wade  Gochnauer
12/30 Diane Sizemore
12/31 Linda Renshaw

12/10 Kyle Slayman
12/11 Larraine Campbell
12/12 Richard Ceresini
12/12 Emily  Cote
12/12 Doris Walton
12/14 Shannon Laramore
12/14 Phyllis McCoy
12/15 Deborah Dalrymple
12/15 Cathy  Gohlke
12/16 Christopher Eva
12/16 Nancy S. Stubbs
12/17 Kristin Bjerke
12/17 Marge Jacobs
12/17 Colette Webster
12/18 Jodi Shelby
12/19 Edward Stubbs
12/20 Linda  Carey
12/21 Victoria Stau�er
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Contact Information
219 East Main Street
Elkton, MD 21921

(410) 398-0933
Email: eumc@comcast.net

Web site: www.elktonumc.org

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. - Noon

Sunday School (All Ages)
9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.

Youth Fellowship
Sunday evenings at 6:00 p.m.

Church O�ce Hours
Monday through �ursday

8:00 a.m. - Noon
12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Friday
8:00 a.m. - Noon

Senior Pastor.............Rev.Karen F. Bunnell
Associate Pastor of Visitation
  Ministries........................Rev. Ray Graham
Children & Education
  Ministries Director.................Katie Sparks
Youth Ministries Director....Sandy Wherry
Organist/Coordinator
   of Music Ministries......Sharon Williams
Adult Choir Director........Steven Gilmore
Adult Handbell Director.......Paul Deemer
Children’s Choir Director....Susan Starrett
Nursery Care 
  Professional.....................Yolanda Gomez
Treasurer........................William Vassalotti
Secretary...............................Kay Mortimer
Sextons...................................Donald Ewing
       Donna Horgan

Church Sta�


