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FROM THE PASTOR

Rev. Eric Warner, Senior Pastor

Revelations 21:3 — See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his
peoples, and God himself will be with them.

I’'m always amazed how life springs forth so quickly from the cold, barren, winter season. Life seems to
always prevail. I notice this too whenever I’'m spending some time in nature out at Fair Hill. There are
numerous ruins from old farms around, but in just a short time nature has already reclaimed much of it.
Even from the old windowsills of the collapsing homes, plants grow and thrive as they burst out of the
stonework. Dead trees that have fallen are home to mushrooms, insects, and other lifeforms as they
make use of the dead wood. Daffodils are the first to emerge as they cover the hillsides that used to be
brown.

Easter is the season that proclaims the good news that life wins out over death. When we celebrate the
resurrection of our savior Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday, we are also celebrating our own resurrection.
We know that just like the Fair Hill ruins, our bodies may fall apart on us. However, the promise is that
on the day of our death we will be with Christ in paradise and that in the glorious age of Christ’s return,
we will experience a bodily resurrection. There will be a new heaven and new earth for our new bodies,
and we will dwell in the presence of the Lord forever.

We need to proclaim the good news that life prevails, especially when we are inundated with scenes of
death and destruction from the terrible war in Ukraine. When evil looks like it is winning, when death
seems to claim another victory, we as the church proclaim, “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O
death, is your sting? But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ

(1 Cor. 15:55, 57).” May we claim Easter as our victory season this year and every year to come.



Palm Sunday
Sunday, April 10™ at 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Celebrate the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem with the waving of
palm branches and shouts of Hosanna!

Maundy Thursday

Thursday, April 14™ at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Mark the final night Jesus had with his disciples before his crucifixion
with Holy Communion and scripture readings

Good Friday

Friday, April 15™ at 12:00 p.m.
Five Rivers Church - 290 White Hall Road, Elkton, MD

The Seven Last Words of Christ

Easter Sunday Services
Sunday, April 17" at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the promise that we too will be raised with him!
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MISSIONS

“He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy.” Proverbs 14:21

MISSIONS COMMITTEE
Submitted by Joe Tanner

Jesus said: “Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone
will know that you are my disciples.”

EUMC COMPASSION SUNDAY
SUNDAY MAY 1, 2022

Children all over the world need our help to sustain their lives
and to help with food, clothing, shelter, and education and to
help them experience God’s love and lessons. We can help by
sponsoring and getting to know these children. On May 1st we
will be set up in the Hospitality area with information and
pictures of individual children who need your sponsorship.
PLEASE STOP BY AND LOOK AT THE CHILDREN AND
GET THEIR STORIES AND BECOME A SPONSOR.

SPIRIT LAKE MISSION TRIP — JULY 17" to 22" - We are still looking for mission team members for
the Mission Trip to Spirit Lake North Dakota this summer. If you would like more information or to sign
up, contact Joe Tanner. So far, we have several people who have indicated their interest but we would like
to get more people committed. We are hoping to get more young people involved this year.

MONTHLY BLOOD DRIVES FOR THE BLOOD BANK OF DELMARVA - The next donation date is
April 1*, noon until 5:00 p.m. If you wish to donate you can sign up at delmarvablood.org or walk-ins are
welcome. Donating Blood Saves Lives!

We have resumed our non-perishable food collection on Communion Sundays to support the Food Pantry
at Immaculate Conception. Please continue to bring in can goods and other non-perishable food products
to the Hospitality area on Communion Sundays to support the needy in our area. Please also consider
paper products and cleaning products. It was pointed out to me that with Food Stamps you can get food
products but not other household items.

Missions will be holding a Teacher’s Breakfast during the week of “Teacher’s Appreciation Week” in May
for teachers at Gilpin Manor, Thompson Estates, and Cecil Manor.

EUMC is a Missions loving church!!

MISSION FINANCES: The Mission Fund balance in the cash account as of March 14, 2022 was
$9853.50 with an additional $28,846.83 in a money market account. Thank you everyone for your
generous support of EUMC’s Missions program that allows us to do important things in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ.



FELLOWSHIP & STEWARDSHIP

“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us” Il Corinthians

STEWARDSHIP/EVANGELISM COMMITTEE
Submitted by Ellen Gruebel, Committee Chairperson

Psalm 24:1 ""The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.""

Greetings from the Stewardship/Evangelism Committee! We hope this finds our congregation well! Our
combined Committee has some updates.

We are very optimistic that our Earth Day celebrations will finally take place this year! We've made a
decision to have no ADULT Sunday school classes on either Earth Day Sunday or Laity Sunday so that all
adults in our congregation will be able to attend whenever we have a speaker for either of those occasions.
These events would most likely occur while our church children are in their classes working on whatever
projects we've created for them. We're also working on scheduling a Financial Peace University class for
the entire congregation for late spring. More to come on this!! Additionally, very soon we'll begin
working on a Joy of Faith celebration for 2023.

May God bless all with good health and peace!

EUMC MEN’S RETREAT
MARCH 19, 2022

CALLING ALL MEN

Don’t forget that on the third Wednesday of every month at 7:30 am the Men’s
Breakfast takes place at Cracker Barrel. All men of the church are invited to take
part in this time of food, fellowship and discussion of a new topic every month.
No sign-up is necessary, just show up at 7:30 ready to eat breakfast and have fun!
The breakfast is usually over in an hour.
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EDUCATION

“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not turn from it” Proverbs 22:6

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Submitted by Katie Sparks, Director of Children & Education Ministries

Sunday School: Spring is a time to celebrate new beginnings and to rejoice in the love of the Lord. In light
of new beginnings, why don’t you try out a Sunday school class? We have classes for all ages, from
preschool to adult. Drop into a class and try one out. Who knows, you may discover a new friend or, better
yet, a closer relationship with our Savior.

Annual Easter Egg Hunt: You, your family, and your friends are invited to attend
the annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 16, 2022, at 4:00 p.m. We will start
the event with a silent auction and a special Easter presentation for the kids. Dinner
will then be provided - the education department will be supplying hotdogs, chips,
and drinks. Afterwards the children will be heading outside (weather permitting) to
visit with the Easter bunny and hunt for eggs filled with candy. We hope you can join us and ask that you
please sign up on the Sunday School bulletin board.

Nursery: Our nursery is in need of volunteers for both services. Volunteering in the
nursery is very rewarding and a huge help to parents with small children! Volunteering in
the nursery is also a great way for middle or high school students to earn service hours for
school. If you are interested in volunteering, please see Katie Sparks in the education office
for more information.

= EUMC

Submitted by Pastor Eric

Our Youth Group continues to be active and exciting with more than a dozen young people participating in
this important ministry. This month we will be looking at the opportunity we have to update our youth
room in the basement. Our young people will design and detail their space. Hopefully, it will come out
looking better than ever!

I encourage any and all young people grades 6-12 to join us for fun activities, service projects, games, and
engaging messages. Below you will find our April calendar of events.

April 3™ - Youth Group - 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
April 10™ - Youth Group - 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
April 24" - Confirmation Class - 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

We look forward to continuing to nurture the young people of our church and offer opportunities for service
so that they might come to know their God-given purpose. Please continue to keep us in your prayers. If
you have any questions or concerns please email Pastor Eric at pastoreric@elktonumc.org.
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MUSIC & WORSHIP

“May the LORD bless you from Zion all the days of your life...” Psalm 128:5

MUSIC MINISTRIES
Submitted by Suzette Burgess

Choir Director & Coordinator of Music Ministries S ’51’1 j
Welcome Spring! The choir is officially back together and singing QQS g JJ
Sunday services. We hope that you are enjoying our reflective Lenten

anthems. We will not be presenting a cantata this Spring, as there simply is not enough rehearsal time,
but will be singing an anthem on Palm Sunday and at the Maundy Thursday service. The handbell choir
will be joining us for our anthem on Easter morning! A few of our choir members may be joining the
multi-church combined choir for the GEMA service on Good Friday at 12:00 noon at Five Rivers

Church. So as you can see, this is a busy season. We are still on the lookout for new choir members!
Please give us a try - we still rehearse on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m.

HOLY COMMUNION

Wednesday Night Communion in the Chapel will be held on April 13" and
27" at 6:15 p.m.

BOY SCOUT SUNDAY IS COMING!

We’ll be welcoming members and friends of our Cub Pack 443 and Boy Scout
Troop 443 to our worship services on Sunday, April 10™! They’ll be assisting as
Gospel readers, ushers and greeters . We look forward to celebrate Scouting with
them that day! We’re proud to be their chartered organization!

ALTAR FLOWERS

We have several dates still available if you would like to provide the flowers for the altar for
Sunday morning services. Those dates are:

May 1% June 19" June 26" July 3™ July 24® July31*

August 7" September 25" October 16" October 23" October 30"

Please put your name on the list located on the bulletin board across from the church office or contact the
church office at 410-398-0933 if you would like to celebrate someone special or a special date with flowers
for the altar.



FINANCE & GIVING

“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” Proverbs 4:7

FINANCE NEWS
Submitted by Laurie Ruth, Treasurer

At the end of February, the church had been blessed to be in the black by $18,597.31, which, when
compared to the same time last year, is up 36%. What a wonderful position to be in so early in the fiscal

year. The expenses so far this year are down by $4,471.16. And, as you can see, the income is up by
$11,152.15.

In the February Finance meeting, the committee decided to sell the stock that is part of Ministries. The net
value of the three stocks the church had was $96,492.29. This amount will be brought up to an even
$100,000.00 for a second money market account. At present, we have an existing money market account
that is made up of the Ministries Fund, Mission Fund and Building Fund. The existing money market will
be revised and used only for the Mission and Building Funds. The new money market account will be
used for Ministries. This will allow the church to make some interest on the money and also transfer funds
online when needed to the appropriate funds.

Without your continued generous contributions EUMC would not be in this positive financial situation.
You, the congregation, have been very steady with your constant support throughout these very
challenging time and for that we are very blessed.

Thru Feb 2022 Thru Feb 2021 Difference

Income 81,396.48 70,244.33 11,152.15
General Expenses 9,724.40 9,231.13 493.27
Church Staff 33,726.96 36,590.74 -2,863.78
Council on Ministries 876.38 226.73 649.65
Education 0.00 0.00 0.00
Youth Programs 0.00 0.00 0.00
Church Utilities 5,854.62 5,287.94 566.68
Insurance 2,263.23 2,215.44 47.79
Church Maintenance 9,196.46 3,934.51 5,261.95
Parsonage Expenses 1,157.12 841.53 315.59
Miscellaneous 0.00 -0.01 0.01
Gain (Loss) 18,597.31 11,916.32



NEWS & ITEMS OF INTEREST

“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” Proverbs 4:7

LILIES FOR EASTER

Purchase a lily to adorn the altar for our Easter services in honor of or in memory of
someone you love — or, if you don’t want or need the lily, make a donation toward the
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). All names (for both lilies and
UMCOR) will be listed in a bulletin insert on Easter. Order forms are available at the
Welcome Centers beginning March 13", The last day to place orders will be April 3".
Checks can be made payable to Elkton UMC, with “lily” or “UMCOR” on the memo
line. Unfortunately, if you are giving to both,

o

you’ll need to write two checks because of \,_\ ‘
tax reasons. Make sure to put either “lily” or . .\\\ N 1, l} /
“UMCOR” on your check. — \\\‘ | o Q’f :

BYE, BYE “CLASSIC CHRISTIANS!”
SAY HELLO TO “JOY!” (JUST OLDER YOUTH!!!)

On Wednesday, May 4th, a new day of fellowship for those 50 and over begins as JOY (Just Older Youth)
starts! JOY is a monthly gathering which will feature presentations by speakers, day trips to places of
interest, picnics, activities and so much more. (By the way, we never check IDs, so if you’re under 50 and
one of JOY’s activities looks good, come on and join us!)

The kick-off event is a luncheon on Wednesday, May 4th from 12:00 noon — 2:00 p.m. in Weldin Hall.
Because we’re still being careful about Covid, we’re having a catered lunch from Your Personal Chef.
We’ll enjoy baked ziti, meatballs, salad, rolls, beverages and desserts — and it will cost you only $10!

Following the meal, we’ll have a presentation by local historian Mike Dixon who has been with us many
times before and is always great. This time he’ll speak to us about “Hidden Gems in Cecil County!”

You’ll find sign-up sheets in the Sunday bulletin and in the kiosks around the church. Sign up by May Ist
in order for us to have the right amount of food. Put your completed sign-up sheet and check in the
offering plate, or drop it by or send it into the church office.

Questions? Email kbunnell@comecast.net.

Mark your calendar now to take part in the kickoff of this exciting new time in our church as JOY! begins!
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NEWS & ITEMS OF INTEREST

“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” Proverbs 4:7

Boy Scout Troop 443
e Breakfast

Sunday April 10, 2022
7:30 to 11:00 a.m.
Adults $7.00
Children 3-10 $4.00
Children under 3 free
Benefits Scouting Programs

Elkton United Methodist Church
219 East Main Street
Elkton MD 21921

GREETINGS FROM THE RUTH-SARAH CIRCLE!

To all the ladies of our church,
This is just to let you know that all are welcome to join our circle!

We meet on the second Wednesday of each month in Room 1 at Noon from September through June,
except for April due to the Lenten Lunch and Learn series. Our circle ladies enjoy a luncheon together
at a local restaurant in place of both our December and June meetings. Typically, we don't meet during
July and August. At our monthly meetings, we rotate teams of ladies to bring a wonderful dessert to be
shared by all in attendance. We discuss various activities our circle takes care of each year such as the
Mitten Tree, Operation Christmas Child, various donations which are Mission-related, and several
other things. We also have a brief session at the end of our meeting to conduct a Bible study with a
study guide we've been using. Some of our members have recently become inactive due to the
concerns related to Covid, so we certainly would love to have new members!

Please call Ellen Gruebel (Circle Chairperson) for any additional information (443-553-8738).

We hope to see you soon!



NEWS & ITEMS OF INTEREST

“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” Proverbs 4:7

CHRISTIAN VOICES FROM THE PAST
Submitted by Ivan Mehosky

Katherine von Bora 1499-1552
Part Two

On June 13, 1525, Dr. Martin Luther and Katherine von Bora were married in a private ceremony at the
Black Cloister, the converted monastery where Luther lived. And although Luther had many friends and
followers who wished them well, he was still not without enemies. Slanderous reports about the
newlyweds circulated about, even one to go so far as to state their first-born child would be the
Antichrist!

Some doubted, Luther, now forty-two and Katherine, twenty-five, that their marriage would succeed.
However, the reverse proved to be true, as history records, for their marriage not only succeeded, “but set
a high standard for Christian family life for centuries to come.”

It wasn’t easy for Katherine to convert a rundown cloister into a comfortable home. Nor was it easy to
convert a hyperactive professor-preacher into a patient husband and father. It is said she always called
him Doctor Luther, but Luther had a number of pet names for his Katherine besides “Kitty, my rib.” He
also called her “Selbander,” which is German for “better half.” It was not unusual for him to refer to her
as “my Lord Kate” or “Doctor Katherine (she was an excellent nurse and dispenser of herbal medicines).
On occasions when Luther felt she was giving too many orders, he quietly called her “Kette,” the German
word for “chain.”

Not only did Katherine transform the old cloister into a comfortable home for them and their children, but
she made it a welcoming place of gathering for Luther’s students and family relatives. One can imagine
the crowd of people around Katherine’s table as Luther taught and debated, and his food got cold, to the
annoyance of Katherine. But out of these mealtime conversations came one of Luther’s finest books, The
Table Talk of Martin Luther, thanks to Katherine recording his words.

One can only marvel at her energetic management of their home. She kept cows for milk and butter and
produced a cheese so good that it was said to be better than anything in the town. She started a piggery
because Luther liked pork. And he was so happy about this that he affectionately added another name for
her - “My Lord Kate, Mistress of the pigsty.” She turned a neglected field into a productive garden and
even planted an orchard. This was followed by stocking a pond with fish.

As in every home, there were times of trial and sorrow. Of their six children, three boys and three girls,
two of the girls died during childhood. At six each morning, Martin and Katherine would pray with the
children, and they would recite the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and end with the
singing of a psalm before family chores and Luther’s busy day of preaching and lecturing at the
university.

Luther was not a robust man, often sick and nursed back to health by Katherine. He died in 1546 with
Katherine and his children at his bedside.
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NEWS & ITEMS OF INTEREST

“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” Proverbs 4:7

After Luther’s death, war broke out and Katherine and the children had to flee Wittenberg. Years later
they returned only to find their home and fields ruined and all their cattle gone! But the plague returned
and they had to flee again. During this trip, Katherine was thrown from the wagon into the icy waters of
a ditch and became gravely ill. Her daughter, Margaret, nursed her tenderly but there was to be no
recovery. Katherine von Bora died on December 20, 1552, at Torgau, Germany, where she is buried in
St. Mary’s Church.

On her monument was written “There fell asleep in God here at Torgau the late blessed Dr. Martin
Luther’s widow Katherine von Bora.”

Let me conclude these words with a story about Katherine. At a time during their marriage, Luther had
grown extremely worried and stress-out and apparently this had gone on for quite a while. Instead of
being his usual jolly and smiling self, he was downcast over all the battles he was fighting! One day
Katherine met him at the door wearing a black mourning dress. “Who died?” Luther asked. “God,” said
Katherine. “You foolish thing!” said Luther. “Why this foolishness? It is true.” she persisted. “God
must have died, or Doctor Luther would not be so sorrowful.”

Do you know where this is located in the church?
Text your answers to 443-907-3282 - be sure to tell us your name.

(Answer in next month’s newsletter)
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the soon to be new youth area
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NEWS & ITEMS OF INTEREST

“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” Proverbs 4:7

‘ °$ A Baby Shower
q Sponsored by the Mission Committee

The Mission Committee is collecting the following items to benefit the Cecil County
Pregnancy Center. Bring your donations to the welcome center area by
Sunday, May 8" and help support this worthy cause.

New Spring & Summer Clothing

(newborn to 5T- there are often shortages of larger sizes)
Diapers (Size 3-6) & Pull-ups
Wipes
Bottles & Sippy Cups
Bath Lotion & Shampoo

Baby Towels & Washcloths

*They can always use baby furniture and equipment
(no used car seats or breast pumps)

Financial Peace University
May 25" through July 20™

Planning for the future is hard when you’re still paying for the past! There’s a better way!
Join Our Financial Peace University group and we’ll learn how to beat debt
and make a plan for the future...together!
More information to come!
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“One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of
my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and ask to seek him in his temple.” Psalm 27:4 (NIV)

4/1 Emma Veasey 4/14  Phillip Czarnecki

4/2 Gerald Treese 4/14 Tiffany Graham

4/4 Lawrence Gaultney 4/14 Caleb Neely

4/4  Alexandria Gautsch 4/14 Wendy Schweiker

4/4  John Thompson 4/14 Connie Wilkinson

4/6 Betsy Cawley 4/15 Joyce Browne

4/7 Jane MacDonald 4/15 James Zimmer 4/24  Libby Treese
4/10 Kevin Forman 4/18 James Gray 4/24  Jacob Vassalotti
4/10 Erin Miller 4/20 Ben Ingram 4/27 Cameron Blackiston
4/10 Marsha Perrine 4/21 Michael Gravatt 4/27 Bailey Racine
4/10 Katherine Zimmer 4/22 Kyle Gravatt 4/28 Ellen Gruebel
4/11 Charles Brown 4/22  Jen Laning 4/28 George Leathrum
4/11 Edward Hendricks 4/23 Ada Mackie 4/30 Vanita Carroll
4/11 Charles Werner 4/24 Casey Andrews 4/30 Rick Schweiker
4/12 Patti Ann Patterson 4/24  Alice McCool 4/30 Dianne Thompson

“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, all become one flesh.”
Genesis 2:24 (NKJV)

4/12  Gary & Carolann Lewis

4/15 Jack & Cathy Williams

4/16 William & Barbara Pinder, Jr.
4/17 Kyle & Elizabeth Fennemore
4/17 Ronald & Nancy Fetterolf
4/18 Larry & Sandra Holland

4/21 Wayne & Wendy Eller

4/21 Richard & Helen Hanel

4/22 Charles & Mary Werner

If we missed your birthday or anniversary please accept our sincerest apologies and let the church office know so we can correct our information.
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Elkton United Methodist Church
219 East Main Street

| know Jesus, Elkton, MD 21921
be known by

Jesus, and ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
make Him
/ known to
others.”

Church Staff

RTS8 T 0 gl o T () SRS SR Rev. Eric Warner
Children & Education Ministries DIT€CIOT .........ccuiiiiieriiiiiiiiieiie ettt Katie Sparks
Organist .......cooceeevervceeeveenveeereenre JEIIUIIE . ......ooieiiitiiariernreiaeesseensessnsaassaasssassassnsssssaasns Brian Willmore
Choir Director/Coordinator of Music MINIStIIES . ......eeevrerrieriieeriieeiieniieeieeneeereeseeeveenenes Suzette Burgess
Nursery Care Professional ..........c.ccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiicceee e Yolanda Gomez
TICASUTET .......eeeeeeeveeeneecvereereeeren S . o ...ooiiiiiiitieeieieteeeaasseeeaasstaaaasannaeaasasnasaaasassans Laurie Ruth
SECIELATY ..eeooveeeeervreeereersreeereernee I ... .....otiiiriiiernreenruessseessaessseesstessssassassnssasssesnssanses Beth Gullion
SEXEOMN 1.veeerreenreeereernveeereeesrererersveee JIIIB L e Lt iiiteenreiersernseeriueeaeessesssesssssenstassssansesssasasstassssassess Joseph Gordon
Media/Tech Consultant................ JEEE . i eiieeeieisisisateeeseeresseesassessassananansnsesnaesesns Jeff Bunnell
Sunday Worship Service Contact Information
8:30 am & 11:00 am
219 East Main Street
Sunday School Elkton, MD 21921
9:45 am
(410) 398-0933
Church Office Hours Email: eumc@comcast.net
Monday - Friday :
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Website: www.elktonumc.org

Elkton UMC Welcome Statement

The Elkton United Methodist Church is a family of God dedicated to worshiping, learning, and serving
our immediate community and beyond as we embrace Jesus Christ’s message of love and acceptance.
As a United Methodist Church, we stand fully behind the statement, “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open
Doors.” Building on our tradition and the welcoming of those who have come before, we celebrate our
diversity and invite all persons regardless of age, racial or ethnic background, sexual orientation, gender
identity, gender expression, marital or socioeconomic status, nationality or physical or mental ability
into full participation as children of God in the life of this community of faith.

16



